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and " prodigal" Essex has remained ever since in " standard " history.1 Not only
for himself but for those in his service, his tutor, for example, he was obliged to
plead for money actually due.3 And in an undated letter to Burghley he appeals
on behalf of his uncle:
" Forasmuch as it is characteristic of your great affection for me (most honoured of men)
to grant a favourable hearing to my prayers for others, you will listen, most kindly to my
requests for myself and my uncle. I have heard from several quarters, that my uncle who
lives at Lamphey, my house in Wales,3 has hitherto kept it in repair at his own expense: a
great load of expense being incurred from other sources; and so I beg and pray your Lordship
that in this or any other matter as to which he may crave your aid, for the love that you
usually bear me, you deign not to fail him.
" I implore of God, Best and Greatest, in prayer that he will keep you safe and free
from harm.
Your Lordship's obedient
"R. ESSEX."4
George Devereux affected devotion to his nephew; but though Essex in later
life followed his father's example of paying George's debts, this evoked no
gratitude, only the mysterious antagonism which base natures cherish
against their benefactors. That two brothers, born and bred alike, could be
so entirely different as Walter, Earl of Essex and George Devereux,—one alert
in mind, and eager to give and serve; the other as limited in intellect as
unbounded in egoism,—indicates that personal character and not environment
determines each man's actions. That Robert, Earl of Essex was subject to
what Philip Sidney in another connection had called " the only disadvantage of
honest hearts, credulity,"—that he credited all his relations with a standard of
honour similar to his own,—was a trait lasting up to the end; and it was to con-
tribute to his fall.5
In the interpretation of history, and in foreseeing what England's adversaries
intended to accomplish, few were to prove so astute as Essex when he came into
office. We will find him, while still under thirty, recognised by one of the most
accomplished foreign diplomatists as " great and wise " in his comprehension of
European politics. But in personal matters he was notoriously vulnerable to appeals
to his generosity and compassion. Examples hitherto buried in oblivion, (discovered
1	See E.E. VI, pp. 39-40 for origin of this fallacy.
2	In the Broughton Devereux Papers, Camden Miscell: XIII, 1924, p. 23, is a letter of Essex, York,
10 July, 1583, reminding Broughton that Ms tutor, " Mr. Wright," had " received nothing of his
annuity since my coming into Yorkshire. I do assure myself that if you will pay him, it will not
be misliked." Essex's consideration for others in the matter of prompt payment was to become so
well known as to be put on the Elizabethan stage (as an example to other noblemen).
3	" Lampfey in Wallia."   Originally palace of the Bishops of St. Davids.    It is now a ruin.
4	Latin.  Lansdowne 30. art. 42. £.131.  Damp-stained.   Some connecting words illegible, and supplied
according to the sense. Addressed as usual; and docketed "The Erie of Essex to my L. The
great decay of his L. howse of Landfey in Wales."
5	The present writer is the first to examine into Essex's money affairs, and will be publishing many
hitherto unknown particulars of his great generosity to many poor and obscure persons; as well
as of his contributions to the defence of the realm.

